

Remembering John Henry Verity (1938-2024)
(Drax Grammar School 1952-1956; Read School Governor 2006-2014


John Henry was born on 30th September 1938 in Hessle, Yorkshire, the son of Charles and Nancy Verity, who had been married in Hessle Parish Church in 1931. By 1939, the family home at 53 Westfield Rise was shared with his sister Julia Mary.  He began life at Drax on leaving Hessle Church of England School in September 1952.  While  at school, John joined the Air Training Corps, 1179 Squadron.  

By the winter term of 1956, the Squadron numbered 59 cadets, and its Guard of Honour on Commemoration Day in July was inspected by the Earl of Feversham. In his speech in the marquee before the prize-giving, he spoke highly of the Squadron and the standard of the Guard of Honour. John was awarded the ATC Proficiency Class ‘C’.

John left school in July 1956. On Commemoration Day in July 1957, he was presented by County Alderman  J Fuller Smith Chairman WRCC Education Committee with his GCEs in English, Mathematics, Physics, and Chemistry, along with his ATC award. He later undertook a  Higher National Diploma in Electrical Engineering, studying between Huddersfield Technical College and London.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In 1964, John married Carole, and they built a family life together moving from Westfield Drive in Hessle  to Woodland Way in Stevenage and finally to Leicester. Here they had two sons Richard John born 1967 and Andrew Charles born 1972. He generously gave back his time and judgement to school. These included on the business side serving as a School Governor and on the history side solving a 40 year mystery about the founder of the School Charles Reade being buried in St Margaret’s Church, the Close,  Lincoln on 12th December 1669. 

In December 2022, he began to experience memory loss, and after contracting COVID, his health declined. The return of delirium was probably due to the COVID. On 2nd February 2023, John moved into a care home, where he faced his illness with dignity and courage. Though weakened physically, John’s bravery never left him.

In late 2024, John and his wife Carole celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary, a testament to sixty years of shared life, loyalty, and love. John passed away peacefully on 6th December, leaving behind memories that are deeply cherished.

On Friday 13th February, the School honoured John with an Ashes Burial Ceremony in the Peace Garden, a fitting place of reflection and gratitude. The memorial bench and the planting of a tree will stand as living symbols of John’s life - steady, rooted, and enduring.

John Henry Verity will be remembered for commitment; not for seeking attention, but for doing what was right. His life was one of service, learning, loyalty, and courage - especially in the face of illness. He leaves a legacy of quiet strength and will be greatly missed.



With grateful thanks to John Freeman compiling the above from the Read School historical archives.



